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EL AL, Israel’s national air carrier, was established in 1948, shortly after
the proclamation of the State, Commercial operations began in July,
1949, with DC-4 Skymasters flying from lsrael to Rome and Paris, and
later to other cities of Europe and, in 1950, to6 New York and
Johannesburg.

In 1957, record-breaking “Britannia™ jet-propelled planes were put into

operation.

Since 1961, the giant Boeing 707 jetliners, powered by Rolls Royce
Conway by-pass engines are in service. Turbofan Boeing 720's have been
selected for the medium-range routes of EL AL; they are even faster,
although somewhat smaller, than the 707,

EL AL’s jet fleet maintains ten transatlantic flights per week in season,
one of which covers the six thousand miles distance New York-Tel
Aviv non-stop.

In addition, EL AL's time table lists flights to Zurich, London, Paris,
Frankfurt, Munich, Amsterdam, and Brussels, and, in the Middle East,
to Istanbul, Nicosia, and Teheran.

EL AL's role as an international air carrier can be judged by the fact
that its share in the important transatlantic business stands at nearly
3% of the entire industry. The average load factor in 1962 was 63.6%,
not equalled by any other transatlantic carrier. At its home airport,
Lod, EL AL's share of the trafic amounts to 55% up to 60% of the
total traffic.
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