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The Artist

Ya'akov Agam was born in Rishon Leziyyon in 1928. He
studied at a Yeshiva (Talmudical College) and then went on
to the "Bezalel” Academy of Art in Jerusalem. He has
made his home in Rehovot and Paris.

Agam combines in his paintings and sculpture the Jewish
principle of “continuous regeneration’’. Formerly, art was
based on the principle of “freezing and perpetuating’.
Agam’s works helped to bring about the turning point in
modern art. Agam is also one of the pioneers of kinetic art
and one of its outstanding representatives.

In 1963 Agam was awarded first prize at the Sao Paulo
International Biennale of Art and at the International
Festival of Art held in Nice in 1971 where he represented
Israel. He holds an honorary doctorate from the University
of Tel Aviv and has been honoured by the French
Government. His works are to be found in museums
around the world — in the New York Museum of Modern
Art, in the Paris Centre Pompidou, in the Washington
Herschorn Museum and in many others including those of
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.

Agam also created the ceiling of the Jerusalem Convention
Centre — Binyanei Ha-Uma and the environmental sculpture
“Mea Shearim” at the President’s residence in Jerusalem.



As Israel enters its 36th year, its people look forward with
hope to other states joining the peace-making process,; to
the country being able to overcome its internal disputes;
being blessed with a steady stream of immigrants and
continuing to develop both economically and socially.
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The stamp, specially designed by Ya'akov Agam in honour of
the 35th birthday of the State of Israel depicts the Magen
David (Shield of David), According to the artist, “tradition hasit
that King David's shield bore this design so that it symbolizes
David, the warrior-king who fought Israel’s battles, defended
her borders and brought security to her people.

But David was also an artist, poet, psalmist and a romantic,
so the shield is depicted not only as a battle-shield but also as
a symbaol of love — for love is the source of life and creativity.
The ,male triangle in blue, and the female triangle in red,
together form the Magen David against a richly coloured
background. In this manner the artist gives expressiontothe
people’'s hopes that the period of strife will speedily come to
an end, giving way to peace and prosperity.



are Jews. Under the Law of Return, every Jew is entitled to
make his home in Israel and since 1948 the country has
welcomed more than 1,700,000 Jewish immigrants.

An immediate result of the peace treaty with Egypt has been
the rapid development of the Negev which has had to
accommodate various military installations that were
previously in Sinai. Three new air bases have been
constructed, necessitating the relocation of those Bedouins
who previously had their homes there, while roads and a
complementary infrastucture have been built to meet the
requirements of the army.

The Galilee, too, has seen rapid development in the past few
years as new settlements — both industrial and agricultural
— have been set up together with a number of mountain-top
look-outs. By the end of 1982, over 100 new settlements,
comprising several tens of thousands of Jews, had been
established in Judea, Samaria, the Golan Heights and Gaza.
Israel’'s economy is based on industry, agriculture,
construction, transportation, communications and tourism
and has grown, since 1948, at a rate achieved by few
countries in the world. In recent years Israel has placed the
emphasis on developing sophisticated new technological
products in the fields of electronics, communications,
computers, etc.

Israeli agriculture has, for years, been regarded as one of
the most advanced, efficient and developed in the world,

and its products are to be found on the tables of almost every
country in Europe.



Israel’'s 35th birthday

The State of Israel came into being on the 14th May 1948.
During its 35 years of existence, Israel has successfully
fulfilled many of the aims that it had set itself, but one thing
has been denied it to this very day — peace.

From the day of its birth, the young state was compelled to
build and maintain a strong army to act as a deterrent
against the enemies who surrounded it . Israel’s 36th year
has been entitled the "Year of Courage”, to commemorate
the long list of campaigns and acts of courage that have
characterized the history of the Jewish people during the
past half century: the struggle of the Jewish Underground to
drive out the foreign rulers and restore the independence of
the Jewish people; the establishment of a Jewish Defence
Force; the War of Independence and all the subsequent
wars against the surrounding Arab states; the uprising of
the Jews of the Ghetto and the Concentration Camps; the
fight of the Jewish partisans and the Jewish units serving
with the allied forces in the second World War.

With the signing of the Israel-Egypt peace treaty on the 26th
March 1979, a new era opened in the Middle East and,
while a true peace has yet to be reached, there can be no
doubt that the treaty marks the first steps towards peaceful
relations with all Israel’s neighbours.

On the day that Israel's independence was declared, the
population of the country numbered 650,000 Jews and
about 156,000 Arabs and Druze. By the beginning of 1983
there were just over 4 millien people of whom 83 per cent
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