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DIMONA STATION ann*T ninn

where phosphate is quarried, and north-eastwards to a station
named Tzefa, near Arad. It is here that the chemical combine
is being established. The length of the new line from Dimona
to Oron is about 30 km and from Mamshit to Tzefa — 15 km.

The construction of the line was an interesting engineering
feat, particularly as far as the Mamshit—Oron section is con-
cerned. Topographically this is very difficult terrain, the differ-
ences in altitude being considerable. This made the construction
of bridges and the cutting of hills necessary. Four railway
bridges have been erected, the largest of them — 27 meters
above Wadi Yark'am measuring about 130 mefers in length.
The operation of these two lines will enable the Israel Railways
to increase the volume of mining products transportation to
2 million tons in 1970/71 (as compared with 1,3 million fons
in 1968]69).



THE RAILWAY LINE TO ORON AND TZEFA
In 1965 the railway line from Beer Sheva to Dimona was com-
pleted, this being the first section of the Negev line south of
Beer Sheva, the capital of the Negev.
At first the line was used for transportation of goods anly. The
phosphates of Oron and the potash of the Dead Sea were
brought by lorry to the Mediterranean ports of Haifa and
Ashdod. Only a small part was sold on the local market,
After the Six Day War the railway also inaugurated a passenger
service 1o Dimona, The local railway station, though one of the
smaller ones in the country, is one of the most modern, with an
up-to-date air conditioning system installed.
The length of the line south of Dimona is 9 km., reaching
Mamshit. From here the line branches out southwards to Oron,

ORON 1970 JITIR

N*N9WAnT MIALN N3W9 IRIW 1337 0010
PHOTOS: ISRAEL RAILWAYS; GOVT. PRESS OFFICE



ISRAEL RAILWAYS HISTORY

Concession to a French company for the construction
of a line from Yafo to Jerusalem

Construction of a narrow gauge line (1.00m, width)
from Yafo via Lod to Jerusalem

Construction of a narrow gauge line (1.05 width
from Haifa to Acco and from Haifa through
the Valley of Yesreel to Edrei (Hedjaz Railway)

Begin of construction of a narrow gauge line
(1.05 m.}) between Hadera-Nablus, Afula-
Massudiya, Tina-Bet-Hanon

Dismantling of Yafo-lod line. Widening of Jeru-
salem line to 1.05 width

Completion of the Kantara-Rafa-Lod-Haifa-Acco line
as continuation of the double standard width
Sinai line

Construction of a standard width Yafo-lod line;
Widening of the above — Jerusalem line

Dismantling of the parallel track in the Sinai

Construction of Rosh—Haayin Petah—Tigwa line

Construction of the Haifa-Beyrouth-Tripoli line by
the British Army (South African Engineers)

Organizing of Israel Railway operations

First train on the Haifa-Qiryat Haim sub-urban line

First train on the Haifa-Hadera line

First frain on the Haifa-Tel Aviv (South)-Jerusalem
line

First passenger train on the Haifa-Tel Aviv line

Completion of deviation of track near Tulkarem
and running of first goods train from Haifa
to the South

Operating the first Diesel-eleciric locomotive

Opening of the Coastal line (Remez Junction-Tel
Aviv North)

Opening of the Tel Aviv Central Station

First run of Railcar

Opening of the Naan—Beer Sheva line

Opening of the Beer Sheva—Dimona line

Opening of the Beer Sheva—Oron line
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THE ARTISTS

Ora and Elishu Schwarz live in Haifa.
Ora was born there, Eliahu came from
Hungary in 1947, aged 12,

After completing his army service in
1958 he could have chosen either a
military career or the arts; he preferred
the latter and enroled at the "Bezalel”
School in Jerusalem.

There he met Ora and when they finish-
ed studies, they worked for a well
known Haifa studio for commercial art,
It was then that they got married and
since 1967 they have their awn studio,
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