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For generations, storks have migrated annually
= in autumn they fly from Bulgaria to Israel and
in the spring they return to their Balkan nests.
In the 2nd century wandering Jews took this
same route as they made their way and settled
in Bulgaria. The Bulgarian Jewish community
thrived for hundreds of years and was an
integral part of the Bulgarian people, alongside
whom they experienced moments of sorrow
and happiness over the centuries. During
WWII, as the fate of the Jewish community
hung in the balance, the Bulgarian people, the
Church and the Parliament pushed the Roval
Famnily to come to their rescue. Some 50,000
Jews of Bulgaria were saved while 11,343 of
their brethren from the Jewish communities in
Macedonia and Thrace, which were under
Bulgarian rule were sent to the Mazi death
camps. After the war, most members of the
community chose to immigrate to [srael and
they contributed greatly to the estabiishment
of the State, to its economy, culture and to the
fields of medicine and science,

Diplomatic relations between lsrael and
Bulgaria were renewed just over 25 years ago,
when Bulgaria became a democracy. The
histery and common values shared by the
Israeli and Bulgarian peoples helped to create
a unique relztionship as well as a deep,
long-lasting friendship between the two
countries. The historic relations are joined by
new cultural, scientific and economic
collaborations. Initiatives in the field of
innovation enhance prosperity. Common
interests contribute to promoting security
and stability in both countries and in the
entire region.

| sincerely hope that the unigue bond between
our two peoples will continue to be a shining
example of tolerance and true friendship for
many generations to come and | wish both
nations prosperity, growth and peace

Irit Lillian
Ambassador of Israel to Bulgaria
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