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The Knesset building was designed by archi-
tect Joseph Klarwein, with the late Dov Carmi
acting in an advisory capacity. It extends over an
area of ninety-thousand sq.m.; its six stories face
south while the three atop the hill face north-
wards. In front of the building there is a spacious
compound designed for festive occasions, state
functions and parades.

The building is divided into wings reserved
exclusively for Knesset Members — the assembly
hall, hexagon-shaped committee rooms, reading
rooms, cafeteria and rest-rooms; and parts open
to the public — a visitors’ gallery, cafeteria and
lobby. The lobby is decorated with mosaics, the
work of Marc Chagall, who also designed the east-
wall gobelin woven in France. The gobelin depicts
scenes from the history of the Jewish people and
is made in the form of a triptych — its central
part measuring ten by five metres, its side panels
five by five.

The official First-Day Cover for the new Knesset
stamp bears the image of the late Joseph Sprin-
zak, a leading figure in the State of Israel and the
World Zionist Movement, who served as first
Speaker of the Knesset till his death in 1959.



Y7 PE¥IMOY QDY ,)IUNIN NDIdN UNY avy
The first Speaker of the Knesset, the late Joseph Sprinzak
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Stamp designed by “Roli”, G. Rothschild and Z. Lippmann, Tel Aviv.



