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Israel - Georgia Joint Issue

Israel and Georgia are both new-ancient states, which have always struggled to
preserve their respective languages, religions and cultures under the yoke of
foreign occupation. This year we are marking the 30th anniversary of our bilateral
diplomatic relations, but the friendship between the peoples was formed over two
millennia ago.

The Georgian Jewish community is one of the world’s oldest and more than 100,000
Israelis are of Georgian descent. Likewise, a Georgian presence in the Holy Land is
evidenced by numerous archeological findings, including places of worship and
culture (suchas lerusalem’s Monastery of the Cross, where Georgia's national poet,
Shota Rustaveli, is buried).

Thus, that friendship is based ona rich common past as well as a no-less-promising
future - where both states will elevate our political, commercial, cultural and
academic cooperation to new heights.

Ran Gidor
Ambassador of Israel to Georgia
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