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FESTIVAL STAMPS (5757) 1996

NIS 1.05

A bowl of honey and two lighted candles,
elements of Rosh Hashana, the New Year
festival, are shown on the stamp. Before
the festive meal, challa (bread) and apple
are dipped in the honey and a prayer is
said to symbolize renewal and a sweet
new year.

NIS 1.60

The stamp for the Sukkot festival shows
decorations of the Sukka (a temporary
booth recalling the booths that the
Children of Israel lived in following the
Exodus from Egypt). It is a religious
commandment to eat and sleep in the
Sukka for the seven days of the festival,
and the decorations make for a pleasant
holiday atmosphere.

NIS 1.90

The Simchat Torah stamp shows a colorful
illustration of the inside of a synagogue
during the Torah reading, with the pulpit,
open Torah scroll raised up high and
colorful lights shining overhead.

STAMP ARTIST - SAHAR PICK

Sahar Pick was born in Carmiel, with Down's
Syndrome, in 1973. He was educated at regular
kindergartens, and attended the "Moriah" State -
Religious school in Carmiel, where he completed the
6th Grade.

Afterwards, Sahar studied at the "Regavim" school,
atthe "Amal" junior-high school for special education
in Kiryat Haim, and at the youth immigration boarding
school on Moshav Nehalim.

In 1990, he was accepted into a nursing course at
the Wizo Hadassah Jerusalem Institute, where he
made a name for himself as a highly motivated,
serious and responsible student. Together with other
members of the course, Sahar volunteered to take
part in activities of the Israel Defense Force, where
he received the title of "Distinguished Divisional
Soldier". Sahar studied art privately in Jerusalem
with the artist Ruth Bekman-Malka.

He submitted his paintings to a scholarship

examination for young artists, run by the Moshe
Sharet America-Israel Cultural Fund and was
awarded a scholarship and a certificate, together
with a letter commending his success and the quality
of his work, as a "young artist". Sahar continued to
study with the artist Dani Hazbani.

At the age of 21, Sahar enlisted into full military
service as a "volunteer”. He continued to paint in his
free time. In 1995, he was once again awarded a
scholarship from the America-Israel Cultural Fund.
Upon completion of his two-and-a-half years
voluntary service in the army, Sahar was employed
by the Carmiel community center, and is responsible
for the costumes of the dance groups.

Three of Sahar's paintings, "Rosh Hashanah",
"Succot" and "Simhat Torah", are depicted on the
1996 festival stamps.
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