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STAMPS
HAIFA P.0.B.1209

Purchase & Exchange of single stamps and whole collections
of Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and other Near East countries.
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THE ORIENT STAMP
NEAREAST - A SPECIALITY

Large Selection of various Sets
at Competitive Prices.

OTTO JAFFE, HAIFA,

Next to PELTOURS

KINGSWAY




ORIENTAL

COLLECTORS CLUB

Commissariat Bidg., Fort,
Bombay, India

Official Organ ‘‘Postways”’

Yearly subscription Rs 2/-; 3 sh.;
75 cts (U.S.A)); or 12 frs.
Specimen Copy 2 as. or 3d.

Members, particularly in the British Empire,

can confidently send in their duplicates,

- ; i
incl. Jubilee stamps, for exchange. Foreign

pictorial and commemoratives are also
welcome. All must be good, no torn or
damaged copies to be sent. Send up fo
10 of each denomination. Basis Gibbons

or Yvert.

KIWI
CORRESPONDENCE CLUC

Official Organ, the Maorilander”
Wotldwide Membership

Qarterly magazine has pages devoted to
stamp and new issue notes, Film and Stage,
Radio and newspaper notes, and particulars
of big money-making scheme for those
obtaining new members, etc.

Subscription. One year, 2/6., Three years,
6/6. State name, age, address and hobbies
when remitting to the Editor

P. DOWNIE

41, Fitzherbert Ave., Pulmersmn'
North, New Zealand.

All journals reproducing this will receive
the same space in the «Maorilanders.

f‘\

THE BEST INFORMED PHILATHELISTS

are those who read regularly

“STAMP
COLLECTING”

(3d. weekly)

The Premier Newspaper of
the Stamp World

Always First With The Latest
Stamp News

If you do not already take it, an Introduc-
tory copy will be sent you on request.

Annual Subscription 15/ - (Post free
anywhere).

Published by
STAMP COLLECTING LIMITED,

428, Strand, LONDON, W.C.2.

“"CORONA”

Best Colletors’ Club in Asia
3000 Members

The Corona is not only the largest, but is
also one of the most reliable Clubs in
existence. Members in nearly every couniry
of the world.
The Club's journal «Corona Posts appears
quarterly with the list of members, illustra-
tions and interesting articles.

Membership Jel
One Year: Yen 2.— Doll. U.S.A. 1.—

Prospectus free on request addressed
fo the President

TSUNEHIKO FUKUDA
G. P. 0. Box 122
TOKYO JAPAN
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Sweden. Guatemala.
40 L.de la Cour, Franzensgatan 5, Helsinborg 3 38 Manuvel Gomez de Leon, c/o Banco Central
Al 47,89,10,11,12,16 D! Da,EF,G,Sw. de Guatemala, Guatemala.
Al 1,16 D: EFSp.
U.S5.5.R. (Russia)
23 Michel Burzev, Novaja 49/1, Gorky Honduras.
Al 49710,11,12,15 B: 1 D: ED,R. 45 garry M(i Hardy, Companta Agricola de Unla,
46 Alexander Averin, Mininskaja 30 fl. 4, Gorky verfo Cortes :
A 1i6. B C'1 DIEGR A!14,121314 D: DSp E! YSc.
55 Boris Ageew, Pl. Svobody 2/4, Gorky U.S. A
A: 1,716 B:13 E:!EFGR. F' k E' g
56 Georgy Balashow, W. Wolskaja 32 Cz;x:innc.'ﬁ vlotalskl, Victoria Ave 2819,
nab. 21/5, Gorky Al 110 B 1 D:E
B: 1,230 C:1 D! EGR. 50 Mrs. Eva Veneman, Brodway 195, Peterson N.J.
57 Nikolay Knajassen, Projadilnaja 102, B:1 D'E
Gorky, City 83 George P.Travers, Editor of «P.P.W.D.»
A: 1,7,89,10,11,12,16 D: Any language. i:lmestgwn N.Y. s
58 Michel Belakopf, 3rd P.O., Leningrad I 97 Mario Colaiezzi, 591 11th Ave., New York C
S e s L Al 81016 D: FE| E: Sc. e
109 Valentin Belkin, General P.O.B. 110, Leningrad | 117 \V-L Preston, 6510 Ingleside Ave,, Chicago, Ii
Al 4912 B:1 D: EsFGR E: Yi#,SE = fow) = :
’ St Sl f 121 L E. Nix, P.O.B. 4521, Washington, D.C.
124 Dev Lukovsky, General P.O.B. 37, Leningrad | c:mB: E s AR RNDISE
A, D: GR. 126 Fletcher S. Borg, 850 Broadway, Everett, Mass
Argentina. B E
27 Ludovico A. Mikkan, Calon 1176, Mendoza Moracco
BoLiBaep 25 Sebbiog, Rus ElGantour6e, Mek
84 Guillermo J. Sarda, Secretary of ¢«S.C.ER.» dques oebbdad, huetlLANdour o0, AVeknes
Cabildo 957, Buenos Aires. Al 1891011 B:l5 C:3 D! HEsFESp.
26 Samuel Teledano, Rue de Jerusalem, Meknes
Canada. Al 1,89,10,11 B! 1,5 C!3 D! HEsFSp.
81 N. C. Carmichael, President of «S.C.E.C.» .
Seaforth, Ontario. Australia.
119 James T. Hammond, Box 209, Duncan, B. C. 39 David Rautley, Wheaton Road, Plympton
B: 1,3 BDIE. Aille B:1 D:E
Just Enrolled B
Palestine
130 Near East Stamps Export, 132 Vlludimir Tarnoysky, 1
Dr. Paul Muhsam, P.O.B. 1209, Haifa. cjo Mﬁf_ﬁ“he“’f Oil ‘Co., Haifa.
131 Zvi Finkelman, 4, Achad Ha’am St. Haifa £ Russiaé AR (Al {the Whele S

A: Palestine, Cyprus and Egypt,
D: HPo,G E: Yt & Gib

D: ERE E: Y&
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Dr. ZIRKER STAMPS

HAIFA, P.O.B. 1308 Opposite Main Post Entrance
Khayat Bldg.

My specialities:
PALESTINE and NEAR EAST GENERALLY
CLASSICAL and MODERN STAMPS
STAMPS ON LETTER. AIR MAIL STAMPS

Summer-List at reduced prices just published.

APPROVALS. BUYING and SELLING. LITERATURE.

Sole Agent of Major Darlow, the best expert

of Palestine and Transjordan

CONSCIENTIOUS ADVICE. LARGE CHOICE. MODERATE PRICES.
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24

122

37

i

17

42

103

75

76

129

115

74

86

31

Japan.

Fsunehiko Fakuda, Piesident of ¢«C. E. C»
P.O.B. 122, Tokjo

Lebanon.

Pierre Kravtchenko, P.O.B. 628, Beyrouth
A, D! EFR

Sarawak.

C. A. Hyan, Mosque Road, Knehing

Al 1,16 D! EAFH

Belgium,

|. G. Borremans, Directeur «R. A.»
Boulevard Baudouin 14, Bruxelles
Bulgaria.

George Popoff, Rue Rokovsky 54, Sofia
At 4913 D: EBF

Czechoslovakia.

Maximilian Zipser, Levocskd 2, Presov
B: 1 €:1 P: EGHHunTsY

Dr. Franz Ekstein, Teplitzerstr. 23, Bodenbach
Denmark.

Georg L. Sovensen, Manager «D. J. C.»
Valby Strinbergsve| 53, Copenhagen.

H. V. Seydewitz, Manager «D. J. Co»

V Rahbeks Alle 12, Copenhagen

A. Maagaard, Vellig pr. Ringkobing

A DE

England.

J. B. Brown, 50 Cambridge Rd. Hastings,
Sussex.

Cigarette Cards and Match Box Labels.
Estonia.

Joseph Genss, P. K. 142, Tartu

A! 24,6810,16 C:23 D! EEst,GR E! YfMi
France.

Roger Truphemus, Directeur de «F. E. C.»
Saumus (M & L)

Ing. V. Medvedeff, Rue Deguingand 56,
Levallois-Perret (Seine)

Al Russia, U.S.5.R. D! EFRG

Greece.

Albert Matarasso, .c/o Bank Union S. A.
Salonique

A! only Palestine D! EFr,Gr,Sp.
Holland.

Dr. I. W. Sibeiin, Psychologue,
Giershaal 18—20, Haarlem.

Al 47,.810,11,12,13 D! G,F

115

28

81

116

79

80

82

123

129

33

36

70

118

125

65

108

34

Hungary.
Zimanayi Albert, Podmaniczky-u 77, Budapest
A, D! GHu.

italy.

Aldo Nuovo, Via Palazzo di Citta 52, Bari.
Al 1,11,1216 D: FLG

Latvia.
Kurt E. Stoupe, Merkela iela 5—8, Riga
B: 11 €:1 DiIEEGLa:

Ch. Mikelsons, Manager of «L. E. Co»
P.O.B. 1031, Riga

F. Bruvelis, Pils iela 74, Aluksne
B:1 D: G,L

Lithauania.

A. Martinenas, President «L.F.S.»

Zalioji g-vé 39, Kaunas

+ 1,11,12,16 D! EF,GR,L E: Yt, Mi.

. Gelpernas, Polangos g-vé 2, Kaunas
: 1,11,12,16 D: EFGRL E: YtMi

. Shatchanowitch, Kybartai

¢« I 1es IR R Y

. Holchberg, Kestucio g-vé 38, Taurage
A, D: G,H,Li.

Z» O0O>r 0>

Norway.

Sverre Pedersen, Egersund

A. D: N &E.

Poland.

Moritz Markowitz, Sixta 3, Bielsko

A 16 Bl Gl DiE FGiH Po5i

Ing. Isidore Blankstein, Sienkewica 55, Bialystok
D: E,Es,F,G,Po,RY.

Ing. Avraham Gertner, ul. Holowki 9, Luck
Al 49,10,11,12,16 D' every language.

Dr. A. Kohane, Wrzesinska 11, Krakow
B P

M. Markowicz, 3-go Maja 1, Bielsko

A, D: GP.

-

Roumania.

Benjamin Seltzer, 3 N. Filipescu str.,, Cernauty
A: 23/410,12,13,15 D! G,RRu.

Vaida Gabor, Str. Regina Marja 28, jud. Salaj,
Valea Lui, Mihai

A, D! FG,RuHu E: Mi.

Spain.
Andreu Santiage, P.O.B. 166, Barcelone
Bi1 C:23 D:EELPSp.
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52

54

59

60

61

62

63

67

68

69

71

72

3

88

89

90

v2

93

94

95

96

98

Isidor Simon, M'enot Ovdim «B»

Rechavia, Jerusalem

A: 3,5 & Baltic,16 D: EGH,Li,R E: (YTMi)
V. Balshin, 57, Bougrashov St., Tel-Aviv

A: 3,11,12 & Russia, 15 D: EH,R E: (YT)
Mendel N. Shapira, P.O.B. 1009, Haifa

A: 9,10,15 D: EF,GH,JRRu E: (YT, Mi, Gib.)
Eljahu Balson, Haifa, Nesher

A: 34 D: HR E: (YT)

Jean Kbeiss, Acre

A: 3 C: 2 D: ART

G. Grave, 11, Bezalel St. Haifa

A: 2,3,4789,11,12,16 D: FGREH E: (YT)
Artur Wiener, Har Hacarmel,

Derech I'Carmelia, Haifa

A: 13416 D: G E: (YT)

Alfred Feldberg, Bat-Galim, Beth Bein, Haifa
A: 1,16 D: AEG E: (YT)

Zeev Silberstein, Nesher, Haifa

A: 3,4 D: HE E: (YT)

Moses Holzman, Secretary of «P.P.E.C.»
P.O.B. 551, Haifa

A: 1,34 D: FEH E: Yt

Dr. Jacobson, Bath-Galim, Haifa

A: 134,16 D: E,GH

Dr. H. Schachtel, P.O.B. 1000, Haifa

A: 35 D: GH

Jaques Sacks, 12, Nordau St., Haifa

A: 23415 DBb: FEGH E: Yt

Nasif El-Akel, Nazareth St., Haifa

A: 23,15 D: AEH E: Mi

Ladislaus Braun, P.O.B. 315, Haifa

A: 1,15 D: Hun,D,GH E: Mi. o
William Lachovsky, Secr. Kiryath Motzkin, Haifa
A: 1,3416 B:2 D: ERH E: Mi

K. G. Khoury, P.O.B. 1350, Haifa

A: 1,15 B: 3 E: AEG

Constantin Harriton, P.O.B. 541, Haifa

A: 1,16 B:3 C:1 D: EGrF

Ewald Schmidt, Hadar Hacarmel,

45, Herzl St., Haifa

A:9 B:1 D:GEF E: (Mij

Hermann Bendheim, Nesher, Haifa

A, D:EFG E: Sr

Joshua Rotenstrauch, P.O.B. 169, Jerusalem
A: 47,10 D: H,EG,Po.

M. Eisenstein, P.O.B. 415, Jerusalem

A: 10 D: HAEG,R E: Yt Gib., Life Member.
Matityahou Borouhov, P.O.B. 76, Jerusalem
A: 10.

Sally Bodenheimer, 31, Herzl St., Haifa
A:24 D: GE E: Yt Mi.

100 Dr. Alexander Zolkovitz, P.O.B. 490, Haifa
A, B: 12 D: All languages.
I. Levin, P.O.B. 480, Haifa
A: 348,10 B:5 D: EG,H,R,Pol
Pierre Kotovice, 25, Hagalil St., Tel-Aviv
A: 14,15 D: D,EEsFGH,|ITs E: Yt
104 Haim Freed, P.O.B. 315, Haifa
A: 910 D: GH,RuHuF E: Yt
105 Shamay Zilberberg, P.O.B. 137, Haifa
A.
106 Shraga Pevsner, 10 Bait Meshoutaf B, Haifa
A, €. 130 P EHPal. EL YL
107 Salch Wolff, Mt. Carmel, Beth Shonfeld, Haifa
A:4911 D: EFG E: Y&
110 Wolf Pevsner, P.O.B. 41, Tel-Aviv
A, B:'T E: Nt Gib:
Miss Nelly Hayligman, Bnei Brag, nr. Tel-Aviv
A: 10
M. Brosbard, 8, Ness Ziona St., Tel-Aviv
A.
113 Kalman Moushine, P.O.B. 148, Haifa
A: 147,120 D AEFGH E:Yi
114 Uriel Simhony, Simhony’s Pharmacy,
Kiryat Motzkin, Haifa
A: 147,12 D: RIH,GFE E: Yt
Dov Neuman, Bnei Bragq, nr. Tel-Aviv
A, D: EFH
128 Marco A. Jerossi, P.O.B. 541, Haifa
A: 3 D: EFH

101

102

111

112

127

Dutch Indies.

87 Kvee Kiam Siem Ltd., Kavang Toerie 36
Semarang, Java
Al 1,11,12,16 D: EG

Federated Malay States.

41 S. L. Hugh, c/o Selangor Club,
Kuala Lumpur, Selangor

91 B. K. A. Mutalib, 12 TH. Mile.
Cheras Road, Kajang
A L16l IDIE

India.

44 John Francis, Fort, Commissar Bldg., Bombay
A! 1,16 D: EFP

lrag.

40 Shouna Battat, Hannoon St. 48/125, Baghdad
B: 1 D: EAFH

53 Salim Mullah, Abbas Effendi St. 86/94
Baghdad ]
Al 11,1015 Bi 13 C:i3 D AEFH
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The following are to be found on the stamps (63-78) which are being
sold at present at the Palestinian Post-Offices :
(No. 64) The frame around the Hebrew word ‘minwbs, (Palestine)

is incomplete.

(No. 65a) 'PALFSTINE' insted of 'PALESTINE'.

(No. 70)

'PALESTINE’ insted of 'PALESTINE'.

Remarks and Corrections in respect of the Article
«PALESTINE POSTAGE STAMPS»

(From

«The Palestine Handbooky by LUKE & KEITH-ROACH,)

{Appeared in the August issue),

by Major J. J.

First issue, the total number printed with
Control A 18 was 233760 stamps, of which 2100
were in the dark indigo, the remainder in deep
blue and blue.

OF the ultramarine stamps with Control C 18
the number was 338880 stamps.

No Palestine stamps have at any time been
printed by Messrs. Harrison & Sons, the second
series and all overprints to the September 1921
series were done at Somerset House, London, by
the Government Printing Department.

The statement that, most of the leiters posted
during the first three weeks of September 1920
were franked by a circular handstamp is entirely
wrong; very few letters were franked; | have
seen many hundreds of letters properly prepaid

DARLOW

with stamps dated during those first three weeks

and | have in my own collection a dozen postec,
in different towns dated the first week in

September 1920.

The paragraph b) is all wrong; see my
booklet. The last line in this column is wrong;
the perforation is 15x 14; there is no perforation
14x15 in Palestine stamps.

Second column. Perforation 15x14
be followed by 5p. 9p. 10p. 20 p.

Postage Due. Errors should be Imperforate
1 m. 8 m. Imperforate between, vertically, 1 m.
13 m. Sceript should be Script.

To the last paragraph should be added 6 m.
orange-brown (19233).

should

List of Members

Palestine.
1 Dr. Nahum Guerashov, P.O.B. 10, Haifa
A: 341,16 B: 1,25 D: EFGHPoR E: (YT)
2 Isaac Dorewich, Customs House, Haifa
A: 23416 D: EGHRY E: (YT)
3 Samuel Lebensold, President of «P.P.E.C.»
Mountain St., Haifa
A: 3416 D: EHRY E: (YT)
6 Mrs. Tania Sokolovitz, Jerusalem St., Haifa
A: 1,10,16 D: EHRY E: (YT)
9 Wadih B. Banda, P.O.B. 558, Haifa
A1 T1AZ06 Bail B AEF E: (YT)
10 Haim Bercovici, Pevsner St., Haifa
A: 134,15 D: F,GH,1,RuY E: (YT)

12 Dr. Alexander Malchi, 12, Jerusalem St., Hai
A: 34,16 D: EFGHR E: (YT) e

13 M. Foguelson, Hagidem St., Haifa
AT 15 BREEHRY ESXT)

14 Baruch Bina, Northern Distr. OfFficer, Haifa
D: E,H&F.

15 Mrs. Margaret Brauner, Jerusalem P.O.B. 856
A: 1,16 D: EAFH E: (YT)

18 Nachman Rachles, P.O.B. 503, Haifa
A: 1,16 D: EAFH E: (Gib.) :

48 G. Seligmann, P.O.B. 103, Haifa
A: 234121315 D: EFG E: (Mi

49 Eng. l. H. Zissman, P.O.B. 5, Pardes Hanna
A: 1,16 D: EF,GHR E: (YT)

51 Michel G. Haddad, P.O.B. 112, Haifa
B:3 C:1 D: AEFH
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Joshua Graveé

Palestine Stamp Errors

(The numbers in paranthesis are according to Catalog Yvert 1937).

A (48) 1 Mil —a brown dot upon the Arabic 1’ at the upper right corner.
B (48) 1 Mil —lack of punciuation between the EEF. characters (the same error
could be found on other stamps of the same emission).
el | 4 Mils —two types of the '4’; a difference of the paper thickness exists
as well.
D (52) 5 Mils — the '5' at the upper right corner resembles an S.
ES(63) 5 Mils — the Arabic '5’ at the uppar right corner is broken at its lower parf.
F (56) 13 Mils— the dot before the E.E.F. creates a horizontal Y.
G (56) 13 Mils—the '3’ at the upper left corner resembles a 5.
7 H (61) 10 Pia.—E.F.F. instead of E.E.F. at the lower part of the stamp.
m1rnwbs
N3 NwH s
1 nwh
mmebo
Y nrnwss
;_f—d _D 5 Q'G’R nx’nws‘g
6 YR Mrrtwho
7 VR arnwho

1 The Hebrew ‘b, (L) in the word ‘masnwbs, (PALESTINE) is incomplete
(on 10 stamps 37 — 47).
The Hebrew ‘g, (H) is incomplete making thus a g, (D)
(on the stamps 48-52, 54, 56, 58).
A dot under the Hebrew ‘7, (H) (on the stamps 58-52, 54, 56, 58).
A dot over the Hebrew ‘g, (P) (on the stamps 48-52, 54, 56, 58).
A dot between the Hebrew ‘g, &5, (P &L) (on the stamps 48-52, 54, 56, 58).
A dot over the Hebrew 'n, (T) (on the stamps 48-52, 54, 56, 58).
A dot in the Hebrew ‘7, (H) (on the stamps 49-52, 54, 56, 58).
The Arabic 'N’ is incomplete in the word 'Falestine’ (on the stamps 48-52, 54, 56, 58).
No dot in the Arabic 'N' in the word 'Falestine’ (on the stamps 48-52, 54, 56, 58).

%]

000N AW
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it was soon found that there was also a need for
a local as well as an overseas stamp. Consequently
the 1p. was surcharged 5 milliemes (lllustration 2).
Sheets were printed in cobalt blue and overprin-
ted with the Arabic and English indication of that
sum af the leff and right sides respectively, rea-
ding downwards in both languages so that the
bottoms of the characters opposed each other,
the correct way to print Arabic (and Hebrew) and
English, when printed vertically, as Arabic is written
from right to left, just the reverse of English.

The four corners were obliterated by sixteen
lines in each, all running downwards from left to
right. The total number printed was 419 sheets,
50,280 stamps. The watermark was as before,
and the stamps were without gum and rouletted
20. They were issued for use on 16th February,
1918. Further supples were printed in ultramarine
(shades) on the same watermarked paper supplied
from Somerset House already gummed. The Cont-
rols C18 B and D18 C, and the dates of issue

and numbers were: —
C18 B: 5 March 1918, 463 sheets,
55,560 stamps.
D18 C, 13 May 1218, 451 sheets,
54,120 stamps.

Four transfers were used for printing the
stamps and eight for the surcharge, these latter,
like the stamps themselves, being done by photo-
lithography.

Sheets with Control B 18 A show the error
MILLILMES on the tenth stamp in the first horizon-
tal row; later sheeis from one iransfer have the
defective Arabic on No. 11 in the first horizontal
row, and also the open 5 on No. 97. There are
also some other varieties to be found in the dif-
ferent transfers.

The supply of the 1p. stamps did not last more
than ten weeks, and further quantities were prin-
ted in ultramarine (shades) during March, April
and May of the same year. All had the Control
C 18 and the total number printed was 338,880
stamps. Four transfers were used, as mentioned
above, and it was, in fact, on sheets of the 1p.

already printed that the surcharges were made,
the 5th March being the date of first isuue.

A study of the different transfers is a most
interesting one, and numerous flaws and varieties
may be found, most of them consfant all through
several printing, while some few retouches may
be discovered.

Two stamps were obviously nof sufficient for
the postal needs of the population of such a
couniry as Palestine, and Somerset House, London,
was df once asked to provide a series of eleven
values from 1 millieme to 20 piastres (in English
currency approximately !jad. to 4/-). The work was
commenced af once, and on the 16th July, 1918,
five of the ordered values, 1, 2, 4 milliemes and
2 and 5 piastres, were put on sale,

The design is similar for all values and is a
very close copy of the original 1 piastre pro-
duced in Egypt (lllustration 3). Although the de-
signer of that stamp was so modest that in his
own words ¢the design was pourposely made as
simple as possible, with a view to preventing it
being used for the final issue,» the home autho-
rities evidently deemed it good enough, not «for
the final issue,» but for imitation. Mr. Rowniree is
evidently no stomp collector, or he would have
known that «permanent» and «finaly issues are
generally superseded as soon as the issuing
country finds. sales decreasing substantfially. The
size is the same for all values, viz.,, 1923 m.m.

At intervals to December 27th, other values appeored,
the whole series being completed on that date. The size of
these six values is uniform, but slightly smoller than the
one of the First five, namely 18X 21! mum. All values
are on paper watermarked Royol Cypher in column, and are
perforated 15X 14. The Arabic inscription of value reads
downwards on all valves except the 1, ?, and 20 piastr
these three having it upwards, which is in fact correct, dues
follows the original.

All the foregoing stamps were issued under the Military
Administration and were available for use not only in Pales-
tine, but also in large parts of Syria, in the country across
the Jordan, and in some parts of Egypt. With Egyptian post-
marks they are not uncommon, but copies with small out-of-
the-way Syrion town postmarks or those of Trans-Jordan towns,
are difficult to find ond some of them are of very greaf
rarity.

pon
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Palestine’s Postal History
J. DARLOW

By Majer L

Before the war Palestine formed part of Tur-
key in Asia, and its stamps were the ordinary
issues of the Turkish Empire. Turkish misrule did
not encourage commerce or correspondence, and
Ottoman stamps with Palestine cancellations are
not easy to find, but may occasionally be picked
up in dealers’ siock books of Turkey af the or-
dinary rates and are well waorth the hunting. Then
in 1852 and 1854 Austria opened Consular post
offices at Jerusalem and Jaffa respectively, but
it was not until 1867 that special stamps were

~ued for the service. Ausiria's example was fol-
wwed by other European powers in the succe-
eding years.

Copies of all ¢Levant» issues of the European
states, including Great Britain, should be pur-
chased wherever possible in used condition when
they bear the desired postmarks, and should form
part of every specialised collection of Palestine.

During the war soldiers’ letters were carried
free of payment, parcel post and registration
fees were paid by means of British stamps, and
the correspondence of our Indian forces was
prepaid by contemporary Indian sfamps over-
printed I.E. F.

In this respect a warning is offered against
buying stamps with cancellations dated 1915 and
1916. Quite recently | was asked a ridiculously
high price for a set of LLE.F. stamps postmarked
with the usual F.P.O. and number cancellation
found on these stamps dated 1915, because

~hey were used in Palestine,» an obvious untruth,
_scause the Auckland Regiment crossed the
Egyptian-Palestine border at Rafah (Rafia on mo-
dern maps) at 6.15 a.m. on 9th January, 1917,
and it is quite certain that no letters were written
by allied British troops and posted in Palestine
before that date. | myself have half a dozen co-
vers from letters written by Turkish officers com-
manding units at Hafir (the most advanced Tur-
kish post on the border-line) and Beersheba, pre-
paid with Turkish stamps current af the time all
over Turkey, and postmarked 1215 and 1916.

General Sir Edmund (now Lord) Allenby made
his state entry into Jerusalem on 11th December,
1917, and at once the need for o proper orga-
nisation of the postal service became apparent.

Post offices there were already in plenty,
stamps there were none, and in order fo prevent
a Flood of overprinted and surcharged stamps,
«Occupation» and such-like provisionals, both
British and French, the Director of Army Postal
Services of the Egyptian Expeditonary Force,
Colonel Peter Warren, C.M.G., C.B.E.,, requested
the Egyptian Survey Office to undertake the de-
signing and printing of stamps of the value of
1 piasire. Three sketches of suggested designs
were submitted by J.H. Rowniree, of the Survey
Office, and the one chosen, the now familiar one
shown in illustration 1, was reproduced under
that gentleman’s direction by photo-lithography.
Four ferroprussiate proofs of the final negative
were sent the D.A.D.APS., G.H.Q., 2nd Echelon,
and approved, one of which survives and is in
my own collection. Plate, or in this case, fransfer,
proofs were pulled in the usual manner, but no
impressions were retained by the Survey Office.
One complete sheet, printed in milky blue on thick
white smooth paper, almost cardboard, does,
however, exist. It is without watermark and im-
perforate, Control A 18.

The First printing was in indigo and consisted
of 200 sheets (24,000 stamps), each sheet con-
taining 10 horizontal rows of 12 stamps. The
paper was watermarked with the Royal Cypher
in column and was supplied direct from Somerset
House London. It was without gum and the stamps
were supplied in that condition. They were not
at first sold over the post office counters, but were
affixed by the clerks to such letters as were han-
ded in, a very nasty brown gum being used. The
stamps were rouletted 20 by the machine which
had been then recently used for the first issues
of Hejoz, which had been produced at the same
Survey Office. The stamps were first put on sale
at Jerusalem and Jaffa on 10th February, 1918.
Subsequent printings followed immediately, the
colour being less intense, now known as «deep
blue» and «blues, easily distinguishable from the
indige, and the total number bearing the Control
A 18 was 1,948 sheets (233,760 stamps). Three
transfers were used for their printing. One piastre
was the overseas letter rate, and the stamps were
intended as much for the use of the military, and
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