['i7lin DTN
MORDECAI HAFFKINE

1860 - 1930

TIUNN DAY = 2/1994 = 489

PHILATELIC SERVICE 'N7120 NIVWR

TN N7UNRD N0 1IDWW INR7 77 7R NI
JITNY7 7NN NWi7al n7¥INn

T21 NPNYNA UTYT7 N1ID P7XR NYIAN 7RI YIND D2
ININMN 7TNN DWNIN TWND 7I'T2 NINT X V'7INn
QY7 o 71 X7

112NN ANy pPEun NN 1908 INIM1D
0792 N2T MY AV OITIR NATINNDT .
Yw DYINT AMNTENN OYON N NRan
INIDIN [ITVINA TI2D 12aN7 1022 [NT IMIN2 .09
DL AXRIDAY 10D NMan 7217 1907-1 TIY .anRYA
("7 WD NP [DNY 7Y MFIN NIR 71972472
NN 770 D2 XN ,DNIM X YIN 771 X7 D21 ,DWIR
Y27 XN DONK NIZNN T2l DMIND 02I0'N7 TN
Tay 1AV ATAYNN OW .0INN D21 00191 NMIN
NINT “f7UN [IDN”7 "2T0 {7N7 ATAVNA"N NIY
N291 MOFN NTAYNN .A7ITAN IMPNN7 712018 NN
N3 DAY O TY CMRINT -1 NI'WN 7Y ToINY
.071yn 750 DIYIN
ANVIBD 72N PEIN N NAYNID 071Yn NN70a
TYURNI ,NDINA 'OMAN XAND NTFON T'7¢ NIRIDN
noPN .ITN 7Y 27112 NDN DDID 1816-1.1M7NNA
NN, DTN DY -AND D022 7218 1N0I9NN
YN 1T N0l M9IN WITR M7 nInI7
YINNY TR YR X DT NTAY Mgon?T
AW IN NN WYX OX D N0 N7 DTFNNN
NININD ‘722 NIYVTHD NIF7ann 72 7@ 77100 D12'on”
“DY71Y-[ITN” I8 YTNN NIFNA NN DIPTA 700
9ol TIVIE LTI WY 12 UR A7V en 07
"IN NINTDIN NI2ONNN NN 071V NIWYY
JMI'7ANN DININN N7 71T (170 1N 13In ' NN
AINT NID NN TINTN N2 NI NDHNYT7 WD
NN D"7Y DIIN NN [AN INNYW DANINAI NiYwI
JINYNNI 7200 DAY 721 DFTIND T0
qQ7N2 1127 NN 7XIWI L1930 MIWA 109 ['7IiN
ST WY DYY
72 nn
TTMYNIAD 7NNNT7Y 7190 JIND
JINU1N TIYD NNXIN

JUIN NI TN QXVD0

THE DESIGNER: A. VANOOIJENN

DN'NI NID .1860-1 NDTINA T701 71N DT
727 NITAY7 IN7T DRI L6 |2 YWD INRD m

ATIN D772 TWUN DN DN LIN10D
INYT 20 INNT7I,0'TIN'ZA [POXA 12NN 1900 N
1881 MIYID 1¥1D 2 1IN .NDTIN 7¢ NO'DIAIINI
JUTIN N3aNa 7'Y9 DY L'PINE ,"1202 NiDIon”
YN 17 QYN TIN'YT DI'DA .0DYUNT THYINI 10N
NDTIN 7w NL'DI2INA YA 'VTNT NDTI7DA XN
.DMID7 YN AN NT INN7I, 2D NIN . ININ'Y 'NIND
1892-1 .NI7NN NATNA NYTHA INTIAY N70N D191
N7INN 721 XY 201 N7PTAT DM INXY 7Y nwy
NIZONN .Man 7Y 0D NN YN DN NNTI
NIXINYT NTIN AN |NT INXRTIENIDT NY AND] 1N0ID
ITN2 NO7WY NYINII7IF NMDNIN TN 11012
.ol
2 TImY 7nnl ,1893-1 ANIDY727 yan pEun 1
N7 .I0'n 72i77 DawIMn 7y v'own7i 0Non
ANINNAY MANN ,NYDIND NTAY 7w 'x¥nl DMy
ID'NA '7270 1072 80% -1 AT YI'7IND
n27nn 17 N7ayn 1897-211,071¥2 DDIONAYT 7NN NN
.NDNND W TIA2N 1TO'™M 12N NIX NN ANI0FTY
1IN OUAIDY D'IANA TIAD 12N DA 737Na 'Fin

PP T, DD NNAN T [ BTIREBTIVA

NIDAN |I0'N NI'YA FNT 700 1TIN7 WNY NN
711 2roln NN N79W N7 DY Yaw NNNNR
707N N7NNN T2 200N DX 71N 172 Yr7inn
TNN TPD 1TV INTAYNI JATA - AMUN MR
NIYY 14 TN TAY NI .manian oy onny avivl
NINIAF 192 11Y-27Y A¥IN 7 qonl L.anna
O'x91N

Jpxy 7y ,0vn '7ya 7y 2'7NN 101 12TN T2 20N
1IN DATINNI DYYON 7V 12 NKI

/o0 ‘720 N7YNT7 NNDIN 2'0IN 7W INI7'Y'Y NN
1902 TY .NFNTN NN 7277 N1 TN 021 NITIND W2
TIND N7T2 DYN1AY ,12TA AFNT DTAYNA NN
NIINYN N0 7’0 3-N N DTV 53 N0yl
ANID 1INDY LFINT MFIN MDD ARTN TN
VID 'WIN NIYNDND 7'¥YN DX INQ'W 07iyn 7
2Dl NN9Y7 1011 INN7X¥NA INI7NN D'INNI 0"0M]
NINY NIYINY "7V Y'9N7 1700 TN .17W01 N ,ANIT
JTNI7170 T0WNN 2N ,'DN WON D10

NP2 NPWND (12D N7 78 0'D01D D7 1N

DI NNXIND 10NN '72700 19 78 DNID
ITIN NN 2TV N2 DIY WITW UNI NNAND NPYURDN




MORDECAI HAFFKINE

ordecai Haffkine was born in Odessa in
m 1860. His mother died when he was six

years old, and it was through his maternal
grandmother, who brought him up, that he
acquired his strong feelings for Judaism.
A first-class high school student, he went on to
study at Odessa University. At this time the 1881
pogroms broke out and Haffkine, who was active in
the Jewish defence movement, was arrested and
brought to trial.
On completing his studies he was offered a
position as lecturer in the Odessa University
Natural Science Faculty, on condition that he
converted to Christianity. He refused and left for
Paris, where he started his scientific work on
immunization. Success came in 1892, when he
managed to produce a vaccine against cholera,
having first tried it on himself and on friends.
Fallowing publication of his work, Haffkine was
invited to lecture in Britain, then a colonialist
empire, ruling, among other places, cholera ridden
India.
In 1893 Dr. Haffkine went to Calcutta, travelling
from village to village persuading the villagers to
get themselves inoculated. After 21/2 years of
intensive work, cholera cases decreased by 80%
amongst those who had been immunized.
His fame spread around the globe and in 1897
Queen Victoria honoured him by naming him
Companion of the Order of the Indian Empire.
Haffkine was also honoured by very many medical
organisations and was invited to lecture in Paris,
London, Berlin and New York.
On his return to India, he began researching
problems of immunization against other diseases.
Seven years after discovering the serum against
cholera, Haffkine discovered the vaccine against
the other major fatal disease, the Plague. At that
time his laboratory consisted of one clerk and three
assistants from Bombay. Haffkine himself worked
14 hours a day, as well as lecturing every evening
to groups of doctors. Haffkine tried his new vaccine
against the Plague first on animals, on himself,
and then on convicts and volunteers in Bombay,
and soon its efficacy was proved beyond all doubt.
By 1902, the Plague Research Laboratory, which
had grown considerably and now had a staff of 53,
had produced over 3 million doses.
A number of scientists were envious of his success
and tried, unsuccessfully, to develop a similar
serum. Rumours were put about that he was a
Russian secret agent, an enemy of the Colonial
Rule. He was also accused of causing the deaths
of 19 people, who had contracted tetanus after
having been inoculated. It took three years to
investigate this accusation, during which time
Haffkine left India.

for Exotic Pathology. A year later he won
the highest award of the Academy of
Science in Paris. He was made an Honorary
Member of the Calcutta Medical Club. In 1907 he
received a medal from the Tropical Medical school

n n 1908 Haffkine was elected to the Society
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in Liverpool in recognition of his inoculating over six
million people, thus averting their deaths, and also
paving the way for mass immunization against
other diseases. The name of the laboratory he
founded in Bombay was changed from "The
Plague Research Laboratory" to "The Haffkine
institute”. This small |laboratory had become an
institute of international importance.
In 1916, he published a major paper on Judaism,
in English, in several Jewish publications, and it
was translated into German, Dutch, Yiddish and
French. Here he concluded that the Jewish religion
was the only set of values that modern science did
not refute but rather supported, or in his own
words: "the overall conclusion of all scientific
discovery in all countries and over all time has
brought science nearer to the Jewish "Adon Olam"
("Master of the Universe"), the uplifting poem
through which the Jew has brought about and
continues to bring about the most wondrous
revolutions".
He devoted his total capital (about half a million
dollars), to supporting studies at Yeshivas
(Talmudic Colleges) and Talmud Torahs. He saw in
Yeshivas and the spiritual leaders they produced
the determining factor in the survival of millions of
Jews through all the years of suffering and
hardship.
Haffkine died in 1930. In Israel his memory has
been commemorated by the planting of 1000
trees in "Kennedy Forest".
Ruth Bachi
from her book "To Begin in the Beginning"
published by the Ministry of Defence
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