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Songbhirds (Passeriformes)

rom days of old, birds have aroused
E man's curiosity. Their vivid colours,

joyful singing, and above all, their
ability to fly, have excited man's imagination.
Israel is unique for its large variety of habitats,
as well as being located along one of the
principal global bird migration routes. As a
result, more than 500 different avian species
may be found in Israel.
The lsrael Ornithology Center, the Israel
Raptor Information Center and the Israel Bird
Ringing Center, which are part of the Society
for the Protection of Nature in Israel, organize
the greater part of ornithological activities in
Israel. These activities concentrate on three
main fields: nature conservation, research
and education.
Over the years, as a result of intensified
education in nature conservation and the
increase in the number of active bird-
watchers, the number of bird species seen in
Israel has been rising constantly.
The birds appearing on this series of stamps
belong to the Passeriformes, or as they are
commonly called - songbirds. This group
includes over 5,000 species, of which 192
may be found in Israel.

Sinai - Rosefinch
Carpodacus synoicus

his desert finch owes its name to the
colour of the male plumage in spring.

Its head and breast are pink, its wings
and tail brown, and it has a strong, grey bill.
It is about 15 centimeters long and weighs
about 20 grams. The Sinai Rosefinch gathers
seeds and other plant parts on the ground,
and since it needs a regular water supply.
may often be seen near water sources in the
desert. Except for the nesting season, these
finches live in flocks easily located by their
calls. The Sinai Rosefinch is a rare, resident
species in the Eilat and central Negev areas,
but more commom in southern Sinai. lts nest
is hidden in crevices in cliffs.
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For further information on the subject
of birds in Israel, please contact the
Israel Raptor Information Center, Har
Gilo, Mobile Post: North Judea 90907,
israei.

Songbirds (Passeriformes)
Issue: February 1994

Designer: James Smith

Plate no.: 202

Size: 20 mm x 25.7 mm

Sheet of 50 stamps

Tabs: 10

Printers: Government Printers
Method of printing: Photogravure

Passereaux

Emission: Fevrier 1994
Dessinateur: James Smith
Format: 20 mm x 25.7 mm

No. de planche: 202

Feuille de 50 timbres
Bandelettes: 10

Imprimerie: Presses du
gouvernement

Mode d'impression: Heliogravure

Pajaros Cantores

Emision: Febrero de 1994

Dibujante: James Smith

Tamafio: 20 mm x 25.7 mm

No. de plancha: 202

Pliego de 50 sellos

Bandeletas: 10

Imprenta: Imprenta del Estado
Sistema de impresion: Huecograbado



