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Pioneering Women

Early signs of women's aspirations for gender equality in
Eretz Israel were apparent as far back as the First Aliyah,
as some women chose to take part in public affairs or
non-conventional professions. Although the pages of
history have not granted them their proper place - they
operated in a world of preconceptions and discrimination
against women, their fight for self-realization and equal
opportunity cleared a path and inspired others.

The State of Israel embraced equality as a core principle
early on, and just three years after the establishment of
the State the Knesset passed the Women's Equal Right
Law of 1951, guaranteeing equal treatment of women and
men.

Women have yet to be fully included in society's most
influential bodies, but the efforts of these pioneering
women set a quiet social revolution in motion, furthering
gender equality and changing our society.

Shoshana Shababo

Shoshana Shababo was born in the agricultural town of
Zichron Yaakov in 1910. Her father, Shlomo Shababo, was
a teacher at the local elementary school. Born in Safed to
a Sephardic family from the old Yishuv, he studied in Paris
and Egypt in order to teach Arabic, Hebrew and Bible.
The settlers in Zichron Yaakov were from Romania and
the workers were Yemenite, Shoshana was of two worlds:
on one hand, she was like the other children in the
agricultural colony — happy and wild “like the wind
blowing through the trees” and on the other hand, she
withdrew to the outskirts of the town to live with the red
sunsets and the wildflowers,

After completing elementary school, she moved to Tel
Aviv to attend the Levinsky Teachers Training Academy,
but did not complete her studies due fo severe arthritis,
which forced her to return home. She lived in her father's
home from 1929, when she became ill, to 1942 when she
married David Karasenti. After her mother died,
Shoshana managed the household, as all her brothers
and sisters had already married and moved out. During
those years, she also realized her dreams as an
ambitious young woman - to read, write and have a social
life.

Shoshana was a prolific writer and in those 13 years, she
published more than 40 short stories, newspaper
editorials and two novels. Shababo wrote of love, mainly
forbidden love (such as in the novel Maria, 1932, and
Love in Safed, 1942). Her writing was rebellious and
critical (her criticism was mostly toward the agricultural
town, the new Jew, treatment of animals, the tension
between Jews and Arabs, etc.). The literary community in
Eretz Israel did not accept Shoshana Shababo and she
was forgotten for many years. However, in recent years
she has returned to Israeli feminist bookshelves as the
first Sephardic female author who broke boundaries with
her unique and “different” work.

Shababo stopped writing when she wed in 1942 and
never wrote again, until her death in 1992. When asked
about these 50 years of silence, she replied, "l was a
Canaanite slave to my marriage”. Although she had a
happy marriage, she did not know how to combine this
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with writing and pronounced, “Shoshana Shababo the
writer is dead! There is only Mrs. Karasenti!”

Prof. Yaffah Berlovitz

Ada Fishman Maimon

Ada, daughter of Beba Golda and Avraham Elimelech
Fishman (Maimon), was a relentless fighter for women'’s
rights, a leader of women workers and a public activist.
She was a member of workers' and Zionist institutions and
a member of the first and second lIsraeli Knesset. Her
character, her choices and her public work all contributed
to her becoming one of the most prominent and
impressive lsraeli women of the first half of the 20th
century. She was a Zionist from a young age and
immigrated to Eretz Israel in 1912,

Her first public accomplishment came in 1914 in Safed,
where she founded and taught in a Hebrew school for
girls. Following this, women were no longer banned from
participating in the Lag Ba'omer festivities at Mount
Meron. In 1917, Ada joined the Hapoel Hatzair party and
served as a member of its leadership. When the struggle
for equal rights for women took off, she worked vigorously
to promote and organize the fight until its successful
conclusion in 1926.

During this time, she also promoted warkers and in late
1920 was amongst the founders of the Women's Workers
Movement. Under her leadership, the organization sought
to integrate immigrant women into the work force, to
obtain equal pay for equal work and to get them
professional training so they could become part of the
Hebrew culture.

In 1930, Ada joined the large women's farm known as
Ayanot. She also took up her pen as a writer, publishing
pioneering historiography about the women's workers
movement in Eretz Israel. Once elected to the Knesset,
she fought to expand equality for women. Despite her
pioneering work in shaping lsraeli society, she has been
largely forgotten. This stamp helps to restore her to public
memory.

Prof. Bat-Sheva Margalit Stern
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