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THE MYSTERE IN THE SINAI CAMPAIGN

During the eight vears between the close of the War of Liber-
ation and the Sinai Campaign the Israel Air Force developed
into a powerful military instrument. The “Jet Age” began.
The first Jets were British Meteors, followed by French
Ouragans.

A short time before the Sinai Campaign the first Mystéres
were brought to Israel. Although their pilots were not given
much time for training, the Mystére won the title of “The
Plane of Sinai” on account of the remarkable achievements
of its pilots over the Peninsula,

The Mystére is a one jet fighter, manufactured by the
Marcel Dassault factory in France. Its engine is manufactured
by Hispano Suiza and develops a static thrust of 3,500 kg.
Its dimensions are: wing-span 11.10 metres, length 12.90
metres, height 4.40 metres, Its standard equipment consists of
two 30 mm, cannon, and undemeath its wings it can carry
bombs, rockets and napalm containers. Its operational speed
at sea-level is 1,120 kilometres per hour. In all air battles
fought between Mystéres and Egyptian MiG's during the
Sinai Campaign, the Israel pilots gained the upper hand.

THE MIRAGE AND THE AGE OF MACH 2

The Air Force continued to expand after the Sinai Campaign,
It added new types of planes, such as the Super-Mystéres
and the Vautour fighter bombers, Potez-Air Fouga C.M. 170
Magister training-jets were manufactured by the lsrael Air-
craft Industry.

However, the crowning achievement of our air acquisitions
has been the Mirage I11c. This jet fighter plane is one of the
world’s best Mach 2 planes. (The speed of [ast aeroplanes
is expressed in terms of Mach units, Mach 1 being equal to
the speed of sound which is 1192 kilometres per hour at sea-
level

The Mirage planes were first seen by the general public in
the air-display at Haifa on Independence Day, 1963. The
Mirages have taken the air on a number of occasions to de-
fend the skies of Israel, and have always been entirely
successful. They showed their worth in particular during the
second hali of 1966, when they brought down five enemy
planes. On 13th July, following the operations against Syrian
steps for the diversion of the Jordan, a Syrian MiG-21 was
brought down. A month later, on 15th August, while defend-
ing patrol boats on Lake Kinneret, another Syrian MiG-21
was destroved. On 13th November, during the Israel Defence

S13Y NYR A% nnnmt pen 30 Y3 o' Wen e yapn
0 18 NI NIVHN INIAR -BY5) IIM MUY MBS NNYY
“APPD. 'OWD 1M 1IN INA M3t 933 ceenp 1120 wen
9y UM PP B9 BT DD YD N2IPNI DYMED (1R, round

noyn

2 IND NOYPN? MM — Mtn,N

oY 19DINY D YEAD ANNY NIEDI AMND IR FY INmEYnn
39PN WNENY MUE'D N0, 3PN POI0N 11D 000D Tv oYwn
VISP IR 1WA SA0DME AN, DVNAYD DIVIN DIPR TN
SAYVIMIND DERD

3P DIVR VRN AN IMKD N IV NIN0N nMm oM
R hn) -0NYa 1 THB, YEOR J¥ TNVERIN AVea T Nt wmye
1 IND AONY STRR. MY NNPIAD N3 DYWARD D'DOn e
FELLRFL-FR LGRS IR 1192 a'ny PN myany any
(PN Yo M NN MDD NN

1963 M3 IMAN YNPN UMWDY DNENYY WD frvnLn 'eon
IPINN DYVIIILN GMINBYYN DV NOTA3 TIWIW MVNIINA DUDa
1IN ,N3Y DAYINI NN WY O MVIRR By Y pnY N3 o'OY9
739 TN N L1966 MW S nven manna A omdys NYY
NOYEN MEPY3 M 1473 MM DIOD Detnn ADMN P ot
AOTIR MaY3 oMp <1l 1B, Yen mvien nvonn mmay
D 21 3'0. Y9N0 N33 BYR NOD SY NN 1IN L0DNG 15
“AUIN, TIOD THEIR D3 DNy NYW DY Man3na 134 qon
NOYWA Y. DY N L NABAN3a 1973 ,eTin AN o3 DT
VYN AMNTIMIIN Y0 MY TN 0 <1T 30, YeV0D Y NnN
«O'ANIN UN3

,B+0 30°0 M3 EWIPN PAMNY DN Y90 <'reeon Ye wnn
NOYYE MTONT. YI¥ID NWIND KIN AN SDIXEDY PNNPNIN D D)
YD D 4.5 DA B 1.4 1NN D B 43 RUID on yIRDY
MAVHN VAR 5P 4400 12 YOVD ANT ANSKD INDN. TIDTOD
3+3 937 40,000 mand pow rn L2115 o Nen ('R 11,000 Hava)
B p 1500 ymn v -mpl

Force operations at Samua, a Jordanian Hunter plane was
brought down, while at the end of that month, on 29th No-
vember, a Mirage pilot downed two Egyptian MiG-19% in
the course of a single flight; one with an air-to-air rocket and
the second by cannon fire. .

The armament of the Mirage includes not only the regular
30 mm. cannon but also air-to-air missiles and bombs. It is
also manufactured by the Dassault works in France and its
dimensions are: wing-span 8.20 metres, length 1340 metres,
height 4.50 metres. It has an Atar engine and develops a
static thrust of 6400 kg, its maximum speed at a height of
11000 metres being Mach 2.15. Tt climbs to 40,000 ft. in 3
minutes, and has an operational range of 1500 km,
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The stamp series dedicated to this year’s Independence Day
depicts three types of military aircraft, the Auster, the
Mystére 4 and the Mirage 3 representing three stages in the
development of the Israel Air Force.

On 14th November 1947, while the Assembly of the United
Nations was deliberating the proposal to establish a Jewish
State, the High Command of the Hagana decided to set up
an Air Service. A budget of LP 110.000 was made available
for acquiring and operating suitable aeroplanes.

At that time the British authorities were offering 21 Auster
A.O.P. 3 light observation planes for sale as scrap. The Air
Service purchased them, overhauled them, and put most of
them back into service.

The Auster was a light British-made plane with two seats
and a piston engine of 250 HP. Its dimensions were: length
9.20 metres, wing-span 13.30 metres; its speed was less than
200 kilometres ver hour. It could reach a height of 4,800 metres
and had a flying range of 970 kilometres.

The first pilots of the Air Service (which had meanwhile
become the Israel Air Force) operated the Auster in com-
munication flights, reconnaissance and supply to besieged
settlements. The civilians called them “Primuses” because
their droning noise was not unlike that of the Primus stove,
then very much in use in the country, The Primuses pro-
tected convoys, directing the cars and warning them of
threatening ambushes on the wav. At a later stage they at-
tacked enemy concentrations with primitive bombs weighing
20 kg. each.

After the establishment of the State of Israel on 15th May,
1948, the Air Force began to overate with real fighter-planes.
These were Avia C.210s (Czech-built Messerschmidt Bf.
109 Gs) and British Spitfires. But no substitute was found
for the Primuses, which remained operational until the end of
the War of Liberation.
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The activities of the Memorial Division of the Israel Ministry
of Defence include the erection and upkeep of military
monuments. This year the third memorial has been erected
in memory of those who broke the siege of Jerusalem in 1948,
15 kilometres from the Holy City, opposite the Shoeva (Saris)
pumping station.

The memorial has six sloping sections, some of which point
aloft like arrows while the others thrust beseechingly forward.
All face toward Jerusalem as if in aspiration and longing
toward the city.

Built into the living rock of the hillside, it is constructed of
rust-proof metal the bright colour of which seems to make
the arms lighter, giving a feeling of movement and energy.
The illumination blends the monument with the landscape so
that it appears to be part of the hillside and, from a distance,
a natural outgrowth.

The hard, bright metal which reflects the light of the sun and
moon is meant to symbolize the spirit of the young men and
women who broke through to Jerusalem.

The memorial was unveiled by the Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence on 15th March 1967. It was designed by
the sculptress Noemi Hanreck, of Jerusalem.
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