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PHONY CANCELLATIONS

The Austrian State Police has discovered a large
supply of phony cancellers and suspects that these
devices were used to defraud collectors. In order to
undertake prosecution, the authorities do,
however, need the help of philatelists to supply
conclusive evidence.

It is not illegal in Austria to possess such fake
devices, as long as they are not used to defraud
anyone. Thus, the authorities need to have proof
that these cancelling devices have actually been
used to create fraudulent philatelic materials before
they can file criminal charges and proceed with a
valid court case.

The state police regional command for lower
Austria, where the fraudulent devices were
discovered, has enlisted the help of the Association
of Austrian Philatelic Clubs to canvass its
membership for viable evidence that the fraudulent
devices were actually used on philatelic materials
sold to collectors.

The police suspect a particular dealer who has
widely participated in bourses but cannot proceed
without substantial evidence. Other collectors are,
of course, also asked to contribute information,
including those in the United Sfates The cancelling
devices are so numerous and the dealer’s activities
so widespread that fake products may appear in
several countries where stamp collecting is popular.

The specific questions asked by the police are
these:

1. Has anyone acquired stamps or other postal
materials which bear the fake imprints
illustrated here?

2. Can anyone provide information on the
manner in which such fakes were put on the
market?

Anyone with information is asked to inform Dr.
Werner M. Bohne, President, Federation
Internationale de Philatelie, P. O. Box 915678,
Longwood, Florida 32791—5678. Please include
photocopies whenever possible. The information
will be forwarded to the proper Austrian authorities.
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