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One of the many camps where
Jewish refupees had to stay
in the years immediately fol-
lowing World War 1L

nom bmab o ovbw
Jewish refugees from camps all over
Europe arriving in lIsrael and disem-
barking at Haifa port . . .
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Breaking the first furrows.
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One of the many new ... while tens of thousands of Jews

housing projecis for from Yemen were brought by plane

refugees. in “Operation Magic Carpet”.

Tsrael's experience in refugee absorprion bears out the lessons taught by réfugee rehabilitation in other paris af the world, The prablem s essentially a psycho-
fogical one. The refugee nust be given the chance of a new life In congenial surroundings among people of his own kith and kin who genuinely welcome his
arrival, His mind must be centred on the future and not on the past; his interests and rmlrrgi'u' must be directed to becaming an active member of the society which
has received him. He must be treated as an equal, he must be given scope for the development of his creative abilities, he must be helped to be self-supporting, he
miist be enabled to build a future for his children. He must find a new foy in Hfe and thus he will cease 1o be a refugee,



The reports of the World Refugee Year are marked by a significant nomissio. The
Jewish refugee problem, which was for so long a burden on the conscience of the world, no
longer figures in the records of international agencies dealing with the rehabilitation of the
homeless. This is not to say that there are no more Jewish refugees. Insecurity and oppres-
sion, the causes of most of the world's refugee problems, are still the lot of a significant
section of the Jewish People. There are large numbers of Jews even to-day who cannot
remain in their present abodes. The search for a new home, however, is no longer the
tortuous quest it was in days gone by. The emergence of the State of Israel has opened up
the prospect of a permanent home to any Jew compelled by political or social pressures to
become a refugee.

For centuries the Jews were the classic refugees of the world. Frequently, they were
expelled from the countries where they had been settled for centuries. Their constant
insecurity rendered them potential refugees at all times. It was not until the emancipation
of the Jews in the first half of the 19th century, that they were accorded the status
of legal security in the countries of Western Europe—though not everywhere of civil
equality.

In Eastern Europe,
denied even legal security.
and tolerated mob o
climax—the Nazi holocaus : B

In 1948, when the State o was established, jts first act was to throw open its gates
to the “immigration of Jews fr countrie: " Since then a total of more
than 900,000 have settied in Isr displaced persons camps and hideouts
all over Europe; from Asianand a&mﬁm Yemen, Irag, Egypt & Morocco.

Most of them arrived completely destitute. In many cases their property and assets had
been sequestered before their departure by the authorities of their countries of origin.

In addition, the State of Israel has resettled approximately 50,000 Arabs who had
become homeless during the war against Israel or subsequently admitted into Israel in the
“Reunion of Families Scheme" designed to enable Arabs from outside Israel to join their
families residing in the country, Thus there are no longer any Arab refugees in Israel depend-
ing for their maintenance and support on international institutions.

The former Arab refugees, together with the other Arab residents numbering about
220,000 have benefited from the general development activities and from the special
schemes of irrigation, electrification, and rural reclamation carried out under the auspices
of the Governmenl in the Arab villages and districts of Israel,

Absorption and rehabilitation created enormous problems, involving old timers and
new arrivals and creating difficulties in many ways. Housing and employment had 10 be made
available, new towns and villages had to be planned and built, By means of large scale
irrigation projects, areas hitherto written off as bad land, have been reclaimed and opened
up 1o agricultural settlement. In the new urban regions refugees were trained for new jobs
in industry at vocational schools or at special courses held at their places of employment.

%l’l and Roumania, Jews were
ing of an era of official persecutions
| new Jewish refuges problem, with its
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At the beginning of May 1948, the first lsrael
postage stamps were being printed in anticipation of the
establishment of the State. Amongst the few persons
tensely watching the first sheets of stamps coming off THE ARTIST
the press was Mr, Otte Wallish, the designer of these
first stamps—the “Daoar lvri" sel,

Indeed, Otte Wallish has been closely connected
with Tsrael ever since his student days in Vienna, when
he was active in organizing the ZionistYouth Movement
in Austria and Czechoslovakia.

Later, as a practising graphic artist, he introduced
miodern visual methods into Zionist propaganda.

On coming to Tel Aviv from Central Europe in
1934, he opened his own advertising agency. In those
days publicity, like most other work, meant pioneer work
in this country, and a good deal of his ever present
dynamic enthusiasm was needed in this job,

Quite a number of Isracl postage stamps have
been designed by this artist as were the first eight values
of Israel coins, various emblems and last but not least,
the “Scroll of Independence”, in which the principles of
the State of Israel were laid down.

However, according to Mr. Wallish’s own words,
his proudest moment was that day in May when the
first Tsrael stamps became a reality.




