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During man's long journey through history, hunger has dogged his footsteps. The
world’s earliest record of hunger is to be found on a stone slab discovered in a
tomb near the First Cataract of the Nile. Like a warning to posterity a Pharach
of Egypt inscribed in granite his despair about the “lean years” of famine ravaging
his kingdom.

Hunger haunts the pages of the Bible. Like a dread spectre it shadows the pages
of Genesis, Exodus, and the Book of Kings. The prophet Joel bewailed the
famine that followed in the wake of hordes of locusts: “The field is wasted, the
land mourneth; for the corn is wasted; the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth.”
(Joel I, 10).

Famine, “the daughter of night”, as it was called by the Greek poets, was
frequently the cause of man’s desperation in ancient times. In 440 B.CE. the
Plebians of Rome, crazed by hunger. threw themselves into the Tiber, and mothers
abandoned their children whom they could no longer feed. There were many times
during the Middle Ages when the whole of Europe was held in the deadly grip of
mass hunger. People were driven to eat earth baked like bread, bark, wild roots,
and even wood-shavings,

The historian Cornelius Walford in his study of the history of famine wrote,
“The losses in human life caused by hunger are far greater than all the wars and
epidemics put together.”

Unfortunately these grim facts belong not only to the past. It is estimated that
today one out of every two persons in the world suffers from hunger, some three.
hundred to thousand million suffering from malnutrition in varying degrees.

The scientific revolution of the twentieth century has imparted a new dimension
to the challenge. For the first time in history mankind holds in its grasp the keys
to a new world of plenty. Man today has the skills and knowledge to wipe out
the age-old scourge.

It was against this background that in 1960 the Food and Agricultural Organization
of the United Nations launched its Freedom from Hunger Campaign. It has two
main objectives : first, to create a world-wide awareness of the problems of hunger
and malnutrition which, in addition to human suffering and degradation, are a
serious threat to peace and progress; and secondly, to create a climate of opinion
in which solutions can be devised on both a national and an international basis.

The Freedom from Hunger Campaign is a focus for co-operation of international
organizations, governmenmts and various citizens' groups. This effort to create
informed and active awareness will culminate in the World Food Congress to be
held under F.A.O. auspices in 1963.
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