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The stamp depicts the evolution of the tablets of the Ten
Gommandments into a Star of David (representing B'nai Biith's
devotion to the Jewish people), a heart {representing rramotion of
the highest interests of humanily) and a menorah  resenting
dedication to the State of Israel),
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For further information, please contact, B'nal B'rith World Center,

Jerusalem P.O.B 7522, Jerusalem 91074.Israel Tel 02 -251743
Fax. 02-258097.
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150th ANNIVERSARY OF B'NAI B'RITH

'nai B'rith ("Children of the Covenant'), is the world's

largest Jewish membership organization and the first

international service organization founded in North
America. It was established in 1843 in New York to promote
Jewish culture and identity, defend Jewish interests and work
for the betterment of society.

Today, hundreds of thousands people in six continents
belong to B'nai B'rith. On October 13, 1993 B'nai B'rith
will celebrate its 150th anniversary - a milestone in modern
Jewish history.

It was the splintering of the small American Jewish
community, a century and a half ago, that motivated 12
German-speaking Jews to create a movement that became
a unifying force for Jews of varied origins, religious viewpoints
and economic backgrounds. Those founding members
initiated B'nai B'rith's first service program by contributing $60
to a fund for widows and orphans. This year B'nai B'ritn will
spend more than 25 million dollars on education, social
services, youth activities and other community programs.

district offices around the world, B'nai B'rith has

succeeded in adapting its programs to the changing
needs of world Jewry; in 1851, long before the term ‘anti-
Semitism' was coined, B'nai Brith fought its first campaign
against persecution of Jews when it persuaded the United
States Congress to insist on the removal of anti-Jewish
restrictions in several Swiss cantons. In 1870, President
Grant appointed former B'nai B'rith President Benjamin
Peixotto as U.S. consul in Bucharest, Peixotto helped
alleviate the hardship suffered by Jews in Romania and was
instrumental in having minority rights safequarded by treaty.
In 1936 and again in 1941 B'nai B'rith provided funds to the
Jewish National Fund for the purchase of large tracts of land
in Palestine. Today, the seftlements of Moledet B'nai B'rith
and Ramat Tzvi (in memory of former B'nai Bith
International President Henry - Tzvi - Monsky) stand on this
land. In 1946 B'nai B'rith was the first civilian organization to
be honored by both the U.S Army and Navy for service
rendered during the second world war. B'nai B'rith leaders
played a crucial role in securing an audience for Chaim
Weizmann, then Chairman of the World Zionist Organization
with U.S. President Harry Truman. This meeting helped
ensure the President's continued support for the UN
partition plan, which created the State of Israel.

m ith headquarters in Washington D.C and over 20

B'nai B'rith activity in Eretz Israel goes back well over 100
years with the establishment, in 1888, of the “Jerusalem
Lodge" which became a driving force in the New Yishuv.

At the urging of Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, the father of modern
Hebrew, who served as lodge secretary, the Jerusalem lodge
became the first Jewish organization in the Yishuv to adopt
Hebrew as its language of business. Today, B'nai B'rith Israel
(District #14) operates numerous social service programs
throughout Israel, focusing on assistance to new immigrants,
students and the needy.

In 1981, the B'nai B'rith World Center was established in
Jerusalem to serve as the permanent and official presence of
the organization in Israel's capital, serving all the
organization's agencies through varied programs.

oday, B'nai B'rith's international network includes:

1 B'nai B'rith's Youth Organization - Established in

1924, BBYO is the oldest and largest international

Jewish youth movement with 35,000 teens around the

globe, including Israel. Of its more than 800,000 alumni,

many have gone on to national elected office and
community leadership.
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u B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations - The definitive center of
Jewish activity on the college campus in North America as
well as in South America, Europe, Australia and
Israel.

® Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith - Established in
1913, fights prejudice, promotes democratic principles
and works to improve intergroup and interreligious
relations.

® International, Governmental and Israel Affairs -
Analyzes and responds to world events as they
impact on the Jewish community and lIsrael.

u International Council of B'nai B'rith - Oversees B'nai
B'rith operations outside the U.S., coordinates a
grassroots network for political action and maintains
offical, NGO - status at the United Nations.

u Educational Program - Institutes of Judaism, B'nai B'rith
Books, B'nai B'rith Book Service, Lecture Bureau.

m Israel Programs - Sponsors the Kibbutz High School
program, volunteering programs for senior adults and
forestation projects in cooperation with Keren Kayemet
"Partners for Israel" supports B'nai B'rith institutions
and programs in Israel.

u Volunteer programs: Beginning in 1868 (13 years before
the founding of the American Red Cross) B'nai B'rith has
mobilized disaster relief efforts for victims of innumerable
catastrophes.

= Senior Citizen Housing - B'nai B'rith is the largest Jewish
national sponsor of subsidized housing in the United
States.

® Klutznick Museum - Located at B'nai B'rith headquarters,
the museum houses one of the world's outstanding
permanent collections of Judaica.

As B'nai B'rith enters its sesquicentennial year, it rededicates
itself to strengthening Jewish community life, to the support
of the State of Israel, and to promoting social justice,
human rights and democratic ideals around the world.

B'nal B'rith World Center, Jerusalem.
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