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Theodor Herzl, the founder of political Zionism, was born at Budapest
on May 5th, 1860. He studied ot Vienna until 1884 and later devoted
himself to firee-lance writing, achieving success as a social dramatist,
In the years 189]1—5 he was Pariz correspondent for the Vienna , .Neue
Freie Presse” During these years he became increasingly interested
in the Jewish problem, {irst advecating assimilation as a solution, but
his drama ,.Das Neue Ghetto’ expressed his revertion from this view
and the Dreytus Trial in the year 1834, spurred him to more decisive
action.

After an unsuccessful interview with Baron de Hirsch in the lollowing
}'EEH. he wrote his "Der Judenstaat’ (The Jewish State). He deiined the
ews as a people whose assimilation was impracticable and wheose plight
would deteriorate owing to its social and economic position; the solution
was the lounding ol the Jewish State by international agreement. The
territory musi be chosen by the Jews, but Herz]l lavoured Palestine.

Although opposed initially by both assimilationistis and ulira-orthodox,
his book rallied the Hibbat Zion movement and the youth. He returned
to Vienna as literary editer of the ""Neue Freile Presse'' bul devoted
himself primarily to Zionism. Herzl established contacts with the Duke of
Baden and with the Turkish Grand Vizier, oifering financial assistance
tor Turkey in return lor an independant Jewish Palestine. He substiluted
a request for a charter of land settlement, but both proposals were
rejected and failing to win the Jewish financiers, Herzl convened the
first Zionist Congress in Basle in August 1897 to mobilize Jewish national
aid. Here was founded the World Zionist Organisation of which Herzl
served as president until his death. Despite strong criticism he devoted
himself to obtgining the ogreement of Turkey and the great powers
for the establishment of g Jewish national home in Palestine, and to
strengthening the Ziomist Organization, to negotiate and carry on
settlement work. In 1899 the Jewish Colonial Trust was founded.

After the second Congresz, Herzl secured the temporary sympathy of the
German Kaiser, William [I, whom he met! in Constantinople, and again
on his visit to Palestine in 1898. Two years later he was received by the
Sultan Abdul Hamid, but lacking the backing of the Jewish linanciers,
again achieved nothing. Later he relused the Sultan’s oifer of Jewish
settlement in Turkey outside Palestine Herzl then began negotiations
with Britain to obtain a charter for a Jewish settlement in Cyprus, Wadi
El, Arish in the Sinai penninsula or (later) East Africa (Uganda). A
commission sent to Wadi E| Arish reported negatively. In 1903 Herzl visited
Russia to enlist the support of the Czar's Minister von Plehve in the
negotiations with Turkey.

Here he received news of Britain's approval of Jewish settlement in
Uganda. The proposal — submitted to the sixth Zionist Congress —
aroused a storm of protest and eveked Herzl's declaration that Palestine
remained the ultimate aim,

de continued negoiations in that direction by contacts with Russia,
the Pope and the King of Italy, but maintained touch with Britain
Strong opposition 1o the Uganda scheme compelled him to affirm his
loyalty to Palestine in a plenary session of the Zionist Actions Committee
in 1904, thus preventing a split in the organization

The controversy had alfected his heart, already weak, and he died at
Edlach in Austria in 1904, His remains were re-interred in Israel om
Mount Herzl in Jerusalem, in 1949,

(By courtesy of Massada Publishing Ce. Ltd., Jerusalem—Tel Aviv)
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The designers of the Stamp are Messrs. M. & G. Shamir, Tel Aviv.
Phetographs (excep! picture "Mt Herzl'"): Central Zionist Archives, Jerusalem
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