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Joint Israel-Belgium Stamp
The Painter James Ensor (1860-1949)

The joint issue of the stamp expresses the bond of friendship that exists between Belgium and Israel.
Symbolizing the relationship between the two countries mjsr\eL amongst others, are Belgium
House at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and the JNF forésts of Belgium Park (at Neve Ilan)
and the Kings of Belgium Forests (at Kfar Hahoresh). . :

James Ensor (1860-1949) J

The stamp bears the portrait of James Ensor, a detail from Ensﬁr‘s painting My Favorite Room,
1892; in the collection of the Tel Aviv Museum of Art, The: entire painting appears on the First
Day Cover. (Oil on canvas 99.7x80 cm; gift of Oscar and Shulamit Fischer, 1947)

The Belgian artist, James Ensor, was deeply rooted in his country and its artistic tradition. Ensor
had a major role in the development of modern art.

To this day, the majority of Ensor's works have remained in Belgium. A collection of his works,
including 14 oils and 3 drawings, was donated to the Tel Aviv Museum of Art by two Jewish
Belgian art collectors, Maurice Lewin and Oscar Fischer Lewin and Fischer were acquainted with
Meir Dizengoff, first mayor of the city of Tel Aviv, prior to the founding of the Museum. Both
played an active role in the Jewish community in Antwerp to facilitate the foundation of the Museum.
They were personally acquainted with Ensor, who most likely heard from them of the founding
of a Museum in Tel Aviv and sent in the 1930's a copy of the special issue of the French magazine
La Plwme with an inscription dedicated to the museum.

Based on the James Ensor Catalog, Tel Aviv Museum of Art, 1981,




