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Wine in Israel - Festivals 2002

The culture of wine came to ancient Israel from the
region of Anatolia, which is in today’s Turkey, during
the Cananite period, some 2,800 years B.C.E. In
Biblical times the culture surrounding wine flourished,
as indicated in phrases such as “wine gladdens the
heart of man”. Wine was then particularly prominent
in customs of the table, leisure and religious rituals.
Also, the vine has an honorable place among the
Shivat Haminim (The Seven Species) with which Eretz
Israel is blessed. The fruit of the vine appears in the
Bible story of the spies who entered ancient Israel and
brought back a bunch of grapes to Joshua Bin Nun as
a symbol and proof of the prosperity and affluence of
the Promised Land. After the exile of the Jewish people
to the Diaspora, viticulture in Eretz Israel ceased to
exist. This was mainly because the area was conquered
by nations who forbade the drinking of wine. Merchants
and conguerors took the vine and wine industry in the
beginning to North Africa then later to Southern and
Central Europe.

The birth of the Eretz Israel wine industry was due to
the readiness of Baron Edmond de Rothschild to help
the Jewish agricultural settlement in Eretz Israel. After
visiting Eretz Israel in 1887 the Baron decided to
seriously develop the wine industry so that it would be
based on good quality wines produced from high
standard grapes such as Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec
and Semillon. In order to avoid damage by pests that
plagued in the French vineyards, the first vines were
imported from Kashmir, India. The massive planting
of vineyards, supervised by the Baron's experts, took
place in Rishon Leziyyon and Rosh Pinna. In 1890,
building commenced on the large winery in Rishon
Leziyyon and later on in Zikhron Yaaqov. A glass factory
was set up in Tantura for the production of wine bottles
at the time of the establishment of these wineries.

Already in 1896, a wine from Eretz Israel was exhibited
in an international exhibition in Berlin and in 1900 Eretz
Israeli wines participated in a large exhibition in Paris
and won-a gold medak

In 1906 the management of the Rishon Leziyyon and
Zikhron Yaaqov wineries and the ownership of the
vineyard were transferred to the wine growers who
founded the Wine Growers Cooperative, “Carmel
Mizrachi”. At the same time, a number of private
wineries were founded.

10,000 dunams of vineyards and approximately 14
wineries existed at the time of the establishment of the
State of Israel. Viticulture then spread to other areas
of the country such as the Northern Negev, the Judean
Hills, Adullam and the Galilee. The waves of immigration
brought changes in wine drinking habits. Whereas, in
the past most of the wine was sweet and used mainly
for religious blessings, in the sixties the trend veered
towards dry and semi dry varietal wines. At the
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beginning of the eighties the wine industry entered a
difficult period. Many vineyards were barren and
abandoned. However, in the second half of the eighties
new vineyards were planted and new types of grapes
were introduced from North Ramat Hagolan and Upper
Galilee, to Mizpe Ramon and Ramat Arad. Since the
end of the eighties the wine industry in Israel has
experienced a technical revolution. Today, table wines
of internaticnal standard are produced by leading
wineries in Israel and have been highly complimented
by international awards and acclaim. In Israel today,
there are four main wineries, some medium-sized
wineries and about 20 “boutique wineries”.

Kobi Gat, Agronome - Oenologue
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NIS 1.20

A cutter used to harvest the grapes by hand and a
bunch of ripe grapes are shown on the stamp. On
the tab is a picture of a modern vineyard meticulously
designed in the Cordon system which is suitable
for the mechanical harvesting that is acceptable
today. On the lower half of the tab is an ancient
wine-press in which the grapes were crushed under
foot as part of the historical wine production process.

NIS 1.90

The stamp shows a corkscrew which is used to pull
the cork out of the wine bottle. Cork is used until
this day as the best way of sealing the bottle. The
top of the tab shows the Rishon Lezion Winery at
the-beginning of the century and the lower half
shows modern stainless steel wine-making
equipment.

NIS 2.30

The stamp shows the classic white wine glass and
a bottle of wine. The tab illustrates two stages in
the aging of top quality (mainly red) wines namely,
the aging of wine in oak barrels, and the continuing
maturation of the wine in bottles stored in suitable
conditions.

Issue: August 2002
Designer: Yigal Gabay
Stamp Size: 25.7 mm x 40 mm
Plate no.: 478 (One phosphor bar),
479, 480 (Two phosphor bars)
Sheet of 15 stamps
Tabs: 5
Printers: Government Printers
Method of printing: Offset



