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Centennial of the Death of Theodor (Benyamin Ze’ev) Herzl

Herzl was one of the greatest leaders of the Jewish Peopla: the one leader who knew how 1o initiate and
energize a sense of Jewish-political-sovereignty; the leader who succeeded in transforming Zionism into a
substantial political factor, and thus marched the Jewish People forward — towards the obtaining of its State,
Herzl was born on May 2nd 1860 in Pest (Budapest — Hungary), on Dohany street, nearby the great liberal
synagogue. In 1878 his family moved to Vienna.

In 1884, after he finished his law doctorate, he decided to dedicate his time to literary, dramaturgic and
journalistic writing. In 1889 he married Julie Naschauer, and the couple bore three children: Pauling, Hans
and Trude.

During the years 1891-1895, he served in Paris as the foreign correspondent of the prestigious Viennese
newspaper — Neue Freie Presse (New Free Press — NFF). There, after a prolonged process of pondeting
at the Jewish-Question, his Zionist- political concept gradually consolidated.

In July 1895, Herzl retumed to Vienna and took the important position of literary-editor at the NFP, which
he held up to his death. ;

In February 1886, he published his pamphlet — The Jewish State. In it he outlined his Zienist-political
program, according to which the solution to the Jewish People's distress throughout the world was - the
establishment of The Jewish State, anchored in international pacts.

On 28th of August 1897 he assembled in Basel the first World Zionist Congress - the National Assembly
of the Jewish People. At the Congress, the governing bodies of the Zionist Movement were founded in a
pattern resembling the structure of a democratic state, Also, the Movement's official platform — The Basel
Program — was formulated and adopted,

Herzl, the now elected leader of the Zionist Movement, invested endless efforts to implament his plan. He
set-up the World Zionist rganization, with all its functional and financial institutions, and the Movement's
organ — "Die Welt" (The World).

Herzl negotiated with various rulers, governments and ministers, attempting to obtain consent of the Great
Powers to the creation of a Jewish-political entity in Eretz-lzrael. This initially was the cause of his arrival
in Eretz-lsrael, in October 1888, his one and only visit to the Land, whare he met with the German Kaiser.
Although this meeting turned into a failure, the actual encounter with the land and its inhabitants left a
profound impression on him, which he fully expressed afterwards in his novel Altneuland (Old-MNew-Land,
1902).

As a motto for the book he inscribed. "If you will, it is no fairy tale.”

His diplomatic activity alse included an appointment with the Turkish Sultan 1901, Likewlse he negotiated
with the heads of Great Britain and Russia, as well as with the King of Italy and with the Pope.
Herzl died in Ediach, Austria, on July 3rd 1904, at the age of 44, After his death, the Zionist Movement
continued to grow and develop on the solid foundations that his leadership provided as long as he lived,
Fifty years after the First Zionist Congress - about which Herzl wrote in his diary: “In Basel | founded the
Jewish State! If | were to say this out loud today, everybody would laugh at me. In 5 years, but certainly in
50, everybody will agreel” — The Jewish State was realized in the State of lsrael.

In August 1948, Herzl's remains were brought from Vienna to Israel, in accordance with his will, and reburied
in Jerusalem, at the top of Mount Herzl
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