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2012, the Year of the Dragon, also marks the Zoth anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Israel
and China. However, the bold relationship between these two peoples has actually existed for centuries, from the ancient
Jewish community in Kaifeng, through the thriving lewish communities of Harbin, Tianjin and Shanghai, to the diverse
relations between the two countries today. These relations include political and economic collaborations as well as ties
in the realms of agriculture, science, culture and a wide variety of other areas. This relationship has always been based
upon these peoples’ mutual esteem and respect for one another, anchored in two ancient cultures that have succeeded
in preserving their unique characters and moral codes throughout thousands of years of history. The shared values and
ancient aspirations of peace and harmony held by these two peoples are represented on the joint stamps by the Dove
- the Jewish people's symbol of peace, and the Waxwing — the bird that serves as a symbol of hope for peace and
prosperity for the Chinese people. These ties between the peoples and relations between the countries shall lead Israel
and China to many more years of true friendship and fruitful cooperation.
Amaos Nadai

Israeli Ambassador to China




